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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3113

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Higher Education & W rkforce Education
(originally sponsored by Representatives Sells, Kenney, Strow, MCoy,
Hal er, Dunshee, B. Sullivan, Lovick, Roberts and Hasegawa)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to expanding access to higher education in north
Snohom sh, Island, and Skagit counties using the university center
nmodel ; creating new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) RCW 28B.50.901 assigns responsibility
for the north Snohom sh, I|sland, and Skagit counties higher education
consortium to Everett Community Coll ege. Everett Community Coll ege
submtted a report titled "H gher Education Qpportunity in the NSIS
Regi on" on Decenber 1, 2005, to the appropriate commttees of the
| egislature. The legislature accepts this report as representative of
the needs for higher education in the North Snohom sh, Island, and
Skagit counties (NSIS) region. It is the intent of the legislature to
support enrollment growth in the NSIS county regions of the state as
represented in the report.

(2) The legislature finds that recent research by the state board
for coomunity and technical colleges indicates that the i med ate needs
of at least five hundred students are not being net in the NSIS region
at the upper-division |evel.
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(3) The legislature further finds that | ong-termunnmet need in the
Snohom sh, Island, and Skagit county region is projected to reach four
t housand one hundred forty-one upper-division full-tinme equival ents by
t he year 2025.

(4) Therefore, the legislature intends to provide funding for a
mnimum of two hundred fifty full-tinme equivalents at the upper-
division and graduate levels for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007.
This funding shall be used to neet the higher education needs of the
NSI S region.

(5) This funding shall be provided to support at |east two hundred
fifty full-time equivalents at the upper-division and graduate |evels
including but not Ilimted to the followng fields of study:
Engi neeri ng, technol ogy, nursing and heal th professions, environnental
sciences, education, interdisciplinary studies, and other areas of
study based on student and enployer demand. These fields of study
shall be offered using the university center nodel, centered on a
comunity college canmpus with a single point of accountability, and
hosted by the community colleges in Snohom sh and Skagit counties.
Enrollment in these fields shall begin no later than the fall term of
2006.

(6) Everett Community College, wth the assistance of Ednonds
Community College, Skagit Valley College, and the universities
participating in offering the enroll nent subject to this section shal
submt a report to the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by
July 1, 2007. The report shall describe the nunber of enrollnents and
degrees produced as a result of the funding provided in this act, as
well as the effect of those enrollnments and degrees on | ocal
comuni ties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act takes effect July 1,
2006.

Passed by the House February 9, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 3, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 23, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 23, 2006.
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